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This issue will reach most of our readers in the midst of
our annual campaign. So I use this propitious time to
share with the readers some observations of this annual
effort.
First: Subscribers to the Evangelical Visitor receive a
real financial bargain. The subscription income meets
about one-fourth of the editorial budget. The other threefourths is made up by the Publication Board through the
income producing departments — Evangel Press and the
Christian Light Bookstores.
Second: Our subscription price has gone up from $3.50 to
$4.50 for renewals (from S3 to S4 for gift and new
subscriptions). As much as we deplore the inflationary
trend we ignore it at our peril. The cost of everything that
bears upon the production of the Visitor has increased.
The increase reflects these facts. Even though you may not
rejoice in this increase we believe you will understand.
Third: This year we hope that many of our subscribers
will not only "take one but give one." We have not found a
better way to reach the non-subscriber, who should be a
reader, than through promotion at the congregational level
and by means of Gift Subscriptions. To encourage Gift
Subscriptions we make a special price of $4 per subscription. (It is even more special if one gives three — $10.)
Although your own subscription is not a charitable
donation with tax benefits we believe that gift subscriptions
could be considered a donation. So why not send three;
take a tax credit; receive a gift book. Sounds like a good
idea to me. I think I will just do that myself.
There are a number of items in this issue that call for
comments.
We are pleased to use the Visitor as a medium for the
Board for Christian Education insert. As our readers know
the Board for Missions uses this means each quarter to
emphasize the missions work of the denomination. The

magazine is not the voice of any one segment of the
church's ministry. It seeks to be the voice for all.
We have gone a little heavy on the interview method in
this issue. Leighton Ford "interviews" King David. John
Ebersole interviews two members of the "Common Bond"
and an admissions counsellor from Messiah College. The
interviews are different. Both are worth your time to read.
Larry Ward's article beginning on page five is a hardhitting message on the growing and desperate problem of
hunger. Dr. Ward, during his years with "World Vision,"
read the signs of the time correctly and saw that famine
was on the world's horizon. He founded "Food for the
Hungry" with a focus on this single problem. He treats us
a bit roughly in the article but then hunger is not a nice
subject. But how should I know? Neither I nor my family
have ever been hungry and there was no food.
The congregational news, births, weddings, and obituaries did not make the paper this issue. We will make up
for this omission next issue.
CELEBRITIES
from page three

been, a challenge and a becoming that reached into every
space and every moment of their lives. The disciples were,
if anyone was, "stars." Yet this was never exploited by the
disciples themselves or whatever passed for their public
relations department. Except for a couple of lapses, they
were glad enough to forget what and where they had been.
I can't quite put my ringer on it, but there is something
that widely misses the mark when we make what was and
is a dusty Galilean way of life into a television special.
Maybe we should stop desperately hunting and using
celebrities. I am not sure that Jesus seeks first the Big Man
on Campus. Or what it proves when a Sunday school
teacher becomes Miss America.—Kenneth L. Wilson
Reprinted (abridged) from Christian Herald. Used by permission.
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Editorial

THANKSGIVING 1973

r P H I S EMPHASIS may seem a bit early for the United
A
States readers and too late for the Canadians. But it
may be an appropriate time for a brotherhood that bridges
international boundaries to join its concerns if not its
official observances of thanksgiving.
The United States Thanksgiving has its roots in a
tradition started by the Pilgrims in their newly established
home in New England. For these Pilgrims, as for all
Christians, Thanksgiving was not rooted in tradition but in
theology. For what blessing and what gift do we possess
that we did not receive? And behind all good gifts stands
God.
The person who sees his blessings as a result and a
reward of his own effort and ability is either an atheist or
an ingrate. In the first chapter of Romans Paul lists
ingratitude as a milestone on the road to degeneracy and
judgment.
For the Pilgrims—and indeed for many of our own
forebears—Thanksgiving was observed in the context of
survival. Our observance is in the context of affluence and
abundance. But there is a dark backdrop of world need
that adds a quality to this year's observance to a degree not
present in years past. As we gather our families to the
Thanksgiving meal the heart of compassion can sense the
room full of gaunt faces looking over our shoulders and
watching our movements.
Traditionally Thanksgiving has focused on material and
cultural blessings. We should make no apology for this.
Surely one day in the year can be devoted to the
recognition that not only do we receive spiritual blessings
from God but also material. There is the temptation to see
our spiritual life as all of grace and our temporal life as all
of works. This is a distinction that the Bible knows nothing
about. The material blessings, including our abilities, are
also a gift from God.
This truth that our material blessings are a gift against
the fact of a growing and desperate need — especially for
food — adds a dimension to our Thanksgiving .which we
cannot in good Christian conscience ignore. Kind words
and pious blessings and graphic statements do not fill
empty stomachs. James, you recall, reminds us of this —
as if we needed reminding.
Let me suggest two things we can do which go beyond
words in our Thanksgiving observance — either before,
during, or after the week in which the day is officially
observed.
One: a week could be designated, hopefully by a
congregation, but if not, by a family or a class, in which
sacrificial meals would be served. On the Sunday
following, by a special offering or special envelope, the
money saved would be received. Suggested money saving
menus could be prepared and distributed. Experiences
could be shared as this becomes a common effort in which
old and young, parent and child participate. It could add a
dimension to the Thanksgiving season not soon to be
forgotten.
Two: "Adopt" a child or adult for a week or a month
and give in the offering the cost of the food this person
would eat if he were an actual member of the family. If
your weekly food budget for a family of four is $30 — the
extra person at the table would make the budget $37.50.
Give the $7.50. Of course this would be taken out of your
living expenses and not your tithe.
November 10,1973

I am aware that there is an unwritten policy (or maybe
it's written) which looks with disfavor on special unauthorized appeals. The editor is not above this policy. In
fact he is much in favor of this policy.
But this is not a suggestion which takes tithes and
offerings. This is an appeal for each of us to adjust our
standard of eating as an expression of our thankfulness
and our compassion and to share our abundance with the
heirs of Lazarus — the hungry of the world.
Let me encourage congregations to consider the
possibility of involving the families of the church in a
concrete sacrificial experience of sharing. What better time
than in the Thanksgiving-Christmas season. This should
not take one cent from the congregational budgets nor the
denominational commitments. (I suspect that it would, in
fact, add to both).
It would be a great opportunity for a congregation and
the families and individual to experience what it means
when Christ said, "Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one
of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me."
Note: In channeling these sacrificial offerings to places
of need be certain that the agency itself administers its
affairs sacrificially. We would call your attention to MCC
projects listed on page 16, October 10 issue of the Visitor.
All monies should be sent with proper designation to the
Brethren in Christ Missions office — either Route 1,
Stevensville, Ont.; or Box 149, Elizabethtown, Pa.)

The Christian Celebrity
System
"pWERYBODY needs heroes and probably always will.
Maybe my trouble is simply that I have never had any
interest in asking a star — movie, sports or otherwise —
for an autograph. Perhaps that is why the star system as it
today relates to the Christian arena, also eludes and baffles
me.
I respect talent, and I respect dedication. But I'm a little
wary about exploiting either and especially about exploiting one against the other. A great singer who sings for
God is not doing God any particular favor. Must we
constantly reassure ourselves, by featuring big-name
testimonies, that God is for real? We won't take it on the
say-so of the garbage man, but let the word come from an
astronaut, and wow! As things stand, the vocalist whose
recording has sold a million copies makes a more
promotable religion star than the quiet little lady in the
church choir who may have lived much closer to the sharp
edges of life's hurts and joys. He has a talent and she
hasn't — but a talent for what?
Most of us did not come into the Kingdom clothed in
either wealth or glamor. Is that why we are awed by those
who do? Speaking of worldliness, I think we Christians are
never more dazzled by the bright lights than when we turn
them on, or are turned on by them, in the sanctuary.
There were no celebrities when the faith began. A band
of men had been challenged to be what they had never
to page two

A JOURNALIST who had been watching the Senate
Watergate hearings commented that he saw those trim,
clean-cut young witnesses testifying and wanted to ask:
"What's a nice boy like you doing in a place like this?"
But, deep down, he says, he knows the answer. From the
cradle on it's been drummed into them that cover-ups are
desirable. Every time they turn on the TV or thumb
through a magazine they see people covering up wrinkles,
blemishes and gray hair.
At some point each of us is tempted to cover up, not just
the wrinkles in our face but the blemishes in our soul. And
how remarkable the Bible is in that it doesn't attempt to
cover up the mistakes of its heroes, but shows them, warts
and all.
Take for example, a scandal that rocked the administration of ancient Israel which involved sexual misbehavior,
intrigue, lying, elaborate cover-ups, and finally murder.
And it reached right into the palace and implicated the
great King David himself. The Bible makes no attempt to
censor these dark pages; instead it details the story of
David's fall and recovery. And, most remarkable of all, it
includes some personal poetry in which David pours out
his feelings.
To bring this long-ago story up to date and apply it to
you and me, I want to use a modern technique and have an
imaginary interview with King David, using the facts and
words recorded in the Bible, with a few additions. I think
we'll find he has an important lesson to teach all of us: sin
is something we all do (though that doesn't excuse us).
What matters is whether our sin is covered up or covered
over, whether it's hidden or forgiven. And that's the
difference between guilt and release, between living in
death and living in real life!
And now, an interview with King David.
Interviewer: King David, we appreciate your granting us
this interview. It must be painful and embarrassing for you
to discuss some of these matters. Some people wonder what
your motive is . . . would you mind telling us?
King David: Of course. I have only two motives. One is to
bring glory to my God, for what other god is like ours, a
God Who pardons us so freely and Whose grace is so free?
Secondly, I think by telling my story I can help other
people, by letting them know that when we fall down it
isn't necessarily the end. And that the only truly happy
man is the one who knows his sins have been forgiven.
I: Very well. King David, can you reconstruct for us the
events that led to what has become known as the Bathsheba
affair?
K: Certainly. I've gone over them many times since. It all
began in the spring, one year, the time when kings usually
go forth to battle. That's when I made my first mistake.
Enemies were attacking us and I should have gone out to
lead our troops myself. But instead I sent my top general,
Joab, and I remained at Jerusalem. I guess I was tired and
vulnerable. Well, anyway, late one afternoon I got up from
a nap and was walking on the roof of my house. That's
when I saw a woman bathing . . . a very beautiful woman. I
A condensation of a recent Hour of Decision sermon.

made inquiries and found that her name was Bathsheba
and that her husband was a man named Uriah who was
away fighting in the army. The situation was perfect, so
(and I take no pride in relating this) I sent for her and . . .
we had an affair.
I: King David, some of your friends have tried to defend
you by saying this woman surely knew you might be
watching and deliberately tried to entice you. Do you agree?
K: Frankly, I don't know. The point is, I could have
turned away. But I didn't. It was just that one time . . .
such a small thing really. Then a few weeks later it got
complicated; Bathsheba told me she was pregnant.
I: And what then?
K: I know now what I should have done. I should have
confessed it immediately to the Lord and to her husband.
But I just couldn't bring myself to do it. So I had Uriah
recalled from the front lines, supposedly to brief me on the
military situation. In reality my purpose was to have him
spend the night with his wife and cover up what had
happened. But it didn't work. Uriah had such a strong
sense of duty that he refused to go to his house while his
fellow-soldiers were in the field. I was furious. I sent him
back to the army, ordered General Joab to put him at the
hottest place in the battle. My orders were followed. Uriah
was killed.
I: So the matter seemed to be hushed up.
K: Perfectly. So I thought. Later I married Bathsheba and
she bore me a son. I'd forgotten only one thing. God. He
knew about it. And He wasn't pleased.
I: How did you come to realize that?
K: One day Nathan, a true man of God, a prophet, asked
to see me. I'd almost have to say he tricked me into
accusing myself. He told me a story about a rich man with
many flocks and a poor man who had only one little lamb
which was a special pet for his family. The rich man had
some company come and instead of killing one of his own
flock he took the poor man's one lamb. I was furious! I
told Nathan this rich man deserved to die and I'd see to it
that he gave the poor man four lambs back.
Nathan just looked at me and I felt my conscience start
to crawl. Then he quietly said, "King David, you are the
man." Suddenly I realized God knew!
Finally, I said to Nathan, "I have sinned against the
Lord." And Nathan said the Lord would put away my sin
but that the child Bathsheba had borne would die.
I: And did it?
K: Yes, and I learned a hard lesson. That God can forgive
our guilt but the consequences of our sin can't all be
undone. The baby died, the enemies of the Lord mocked
my faith. We've had problems in our household since.
What starts as a tiny temptation grows into a major
disaster. I learned never to fool with sin. But I also learned
how great God's forgiveness is.
I: King David, in the twentieth century a lot of people say
they don't need forgiveness because they don't feel "guilty."
What would you say to them?
to page seven

Leighton Ford
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"He who shuts his ears to the cries of the poor will be ignored
in his own time of need" (Proverbs 21:13).

A Six-Letter Obsceni

*. m

Larry Ward
T T'S an ugly, six-letter word.
A
It is, in fact, a six-letter obscenity.
Let me give you the background of that statement.
Lenny Bruce, the "sick" comedian, once ventured this
acid indictment: "I know in my heart, by pure logic, that
any man who claims to be a leader of the Church is a
hustler if he has two suits in a world in which most people
have none."
In his very remarkable book, Include Me Out, Colin
Morris reacts to Bruce's statement with these words:
"Anyone in the house care to argue? We can comfort
ourselves, if we will, with the knowledge that Bruce was
banned from every public place of entertainment in the
United States for obscenity and died virtually penniless.
Does that reinforce our sense of virtue," asks Morris, "or
can we see that what he was describing is a far greater
obscenity than all the filth that poured from his mouth?"
And British missionary Morris, whose book grew out of
one single transforming experience — when a Zambian
dropped dead of hunger just outside his front door — adds
these words: "Obscenity is a strong word, but I know no
other so apt. Obscenity is the jewelled ring on a bishop's
finger. It is the flash of my gold wristwatch from under the
sleeve of my cassock as I throw dirt on the coffin of a man
who died from starvation, murmuring, the while, the most
asinine words in the English language — 'Since it has
pleased almighty God to take to himself our brother.' "
We'll take a long look at that book by Colin Morris a
little later. For the moment let's just examine the kind of
obscenity he is talking about.
We have already noted this one tremendous basic: that
whereas it has taken all the years of time past to bring us
to our present world population total — all the centuries
which have rolled by — in a few short years this world will
double.
Somewhere around 2004, this already hungry planet of
ours will have twice as many people on it as it has right
now.
Dr. Albert Sabin, developer of the polio vaccine which
bears his name, made this statement as quoted in the
Toronto Star-News: "If changes are not made now, by the
year 2000 there is doubt as to whether we will survive. By
that time there will be 700,000 million peoples in the world
and 500,000 of them will be starving, uneducated and
totally desperate."
What Dr. Sabin is remembering is that most of the
population increase in this burgeoning world of ours is
going to come in the underdeveloped (or as we are
Dr. Ward, president of Food for the Hungry, Inc., Glendale, Calif,
travels constantly through troubled areas of the globe talking to people
who are starving. Billy Graham, in his foreword to Ward's book. And
There Shall Be Famines, calls the author a "specialist in this physical
part of the world's agony," and stales that "all. . . he is doing in this book
is to clarify the full implication of the Gospel." This article is a chapter
from this book soon to be published by Regal Books.
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supposed to put it somewhat more euphemistically, the
"developing") areas of our world, where hunger is already
a present-tense reality. As Colin Morris puts it, again in
Include Me Out: "In the next twenty-five years, the
population of the world will double, and for every bonny,
healthy child born on our side of the barricade, ninety-nine
skinny ones will pop up on the other side."
True, there are indications that the United States is
approaching a birthrate which would eventually sustain
ZPG (zero population growth). The 1972 birth totals were
the lowest since 1945. But the U.S. Census Bureau
reminds that this rate would have to be sustained well into
the next century before ZPG would be sustained.
And this again is not the problem. The tragic fact is that
the parts of the world which can least afford it — the
already underfed and malnourished developing nations —
are the ones which continue to show meteoric rise in
population.
It is against this background that the brothers Paddock
insist: "There is neither a new agricultural method nor is
there a birth-control technique on the horizon which can
avert the inevitable famines."
Rear Admiral Lewis L. Strauss, former advisor to five
American presidents and previously the chairman of the
Atomic Energy Commission, has stated that his greatest
concern for the future is that worldwide population growth
will be so steep that the number of mouths to feed will
outstrip food production.
"Then you have starvation," Admiral Strauss told the
Associated Press service. "This is what is staring us in the
face."
Quotes like these can be multiplied, of course, and they
will be found in abundance as we hurtle through history to
that showdown moment when the world goes to its
cupboard and finds it bare.
But what about the present? Admittedly, the quotations
above have to do with a period of destiny still ahead of us
in point of time. That crisis period grows closer every
moment, but perhaps you still find some measure of
comfort in the fact that it is still future?
Friend, I have news for you. Startling news. Bad news.
The times of the famines are here. Now.
I doubt that this will surprise you too much. Take a look
at our daily paper. (I stopped to do that just now, as I write
these words, and one of the first items I saw reported "one
of the worst droughts since biblical times," and affecting
more than 30 million people in French-speaking West
Africa. The item reports that a million people are short of
food and "starvation deaths are being reported.")
to page eleven

INTERVIEW

YOUTH INTERVIEW

YOUTH INT

Two members of the Common Bond, Bill Miller and Ellen
Bushnell along with Dave Jones, college representative and
admissions counsellor, were interviewed by John Ebersole
during their visit to Nappanee. Bill and Ellen are both from
Brethren in Christ pastors' homes.

John — What's been the best part of the Common Bond?
Bill — Learning to grow together; I think spiritually we've
grown.
Ellen — Just sharing with people during our engagements.
That really helps me spiritually because I have to really
get strength from the Lord to be able to minister to
people. Every night I have to make a new commitment
to the Lord. We always challenge the congregation or
the kids and everytime I really have to search my own
self.
John — What's been the least desirable part?
Dave — Traveling.
Bill — No. I enjoy traveling. Sometimes I feel like I don't
have enough time to myself. I was a little frustrated this
afternoon because I thought that we were going to have
the afternoon off and I would have time to prepare for
the service and just sit down and read and pray. Then I
find out I only have half an hour. To me one of the
hardest parts is to find time to be with yourself, and the
Lord; to always have something new prepared or ready
to share.
,
Ellen — I don't know. Sometimes other people get on your
nerves. I am starting to realize what real love is all
about. The love of Jesus can really drive you close to
eople. If you get your mind off the Lord you just
ecome selfish about things. Sometimes people can
really get on your nerves, especially when you are living
so close.
John — How do you as a group handle that? When you have
differences of opinion or problems, do you have a meeting
and sit down and hash it out?
Ellen — Yes, usually we do. We really had personality
problems at the very beginning when our group was
together. We had what we call "dull-sessions." We
would sit around and have good sessions and really feel
one another out. Since then things come and go and we
are able to talk things out. Usually the conflicts are on a
personal level between one and two people; it's not a
group thing usually.
Dave — All eight of us are completely different. We are
really a strange mixture of kids.
John — As you are traveling around what question would
you most like people to ask you? What would be your
answer?
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Dave — I would want someone to come up and want to
know if I could be of some help to them spiritually —
not that I would necessarily be capable of doing it, but
that is what I would want.
Bill — I am sometimes frustrated if after a service, after
we've prayed and really asked the Lord to bless it, the
only kinds of comments we get at the door are "We
really enjoyed your music," "you have a nice group,"
"you sound just beautiful," "you can really sing,"
"you're a good talker" or "he can really preach" or that
kind of thing. I want someone to come up and say,
"Praise the Lord," or "you really spoke to me tonight,"
or someway to know that we have ministered rather
than entertained.
Dave — Because I don't do any of this singing, probably I
would hope that through my contacts with them they
would say "What makes you different?" Like maybe
they realize there's something within me that is a little
different and we could open up a conversation that way.
Bill — The things people say after a church service let you
know pretty much what kind of church it is. If you get a
group of people that continually talk about what it
sounded like or how you looked you can sort of tell that
is where they think.
John — What is your impression of the Brethren in Christ
Church? You have been traveling around seeing different
churches, different groups, different denominations.
What's your impression?
Ellen — Personally since I've grown up in a Brethren in
Christ Church I have a sense of loyalty to it and I look
forward to the churches that we go to. But as a group I
think it is hard for some of the other people who aren't
Brethren in Christ in their background to really know
how to relate to these people because so often they get
the feeling that many of the old people only get to the
outside, not really looking at the inside. When we girls
were discussing the clothes we should get for our group
outfits, part of our questioning would be is the neckline
too low, or what about the length. Those questions went
through our minds with the Brethren in Christ Church in
mind because usually those are the ones that would
question our dress. But as far as the spirit goes it really
varies a lot from church to church.
to page twelve
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Religious News
More Women Enroll In
Chicagoland Seminaries
The number of women enrolling for
theological study in Protestant seminaries
located in Chicago is on the increase.
Roy Larson, religion writer for the SunTimes, made another interesting observation: Increasingly, women seminarians
are aiming their academic sights at the
master of divinity degree rather than the
master of arts degree in religious education.
More women expect to be ordained by
their denominations and fewer are willing
to be forced into Christian education
specialists, Larson noted.
Twelve seminaries were surveyed in the
Sun-Times report. The institutions stated
that their enrollments were down, but that
they would be down farther without the
recruitment of women and black students.
"Archie Bunker"—The Actor Is
A Staunch Liberal Irish-Catholic
The man who plays television's "Archie
Bunker" is, in real life, an Irish Catholic
whose staunch liberal views would
probably leave the famed arch-bigot
chauvinist in a cigar-stomping stupor.
When he's not playing Archie, actor
Carroll O'Connor said he favors, among
other things, amnesty, more clergy involvement in politics, women's liberation,
and optional celibacy for priests.
However, the actor expresses keen compassion for Archie. He believes the
celebrated bigot is sick and needs help —
the kind of help that the churches can
offer to save him and others like him.

White House Sermon: Difference
Between Nation Under God and
Making "God" of This Nation
"There is a difference between making
this a nation under God and making a god
of this nation," President and Mrs. Nixon
and 300 guests were told at a White House
religious service.
Rep. William H. Hudnut III (R.-Ind.),
an ordained United Presbyterian minister
who came to Congress in January, said in a
sermon entitled The Religion of Abraham
Lincoln:
"There is a great difference between
humbly praying, as Lincoln did, that we
might be on God's side, and selfrighteously asserting that He is on ours. I
think this humility can alone save us from
the tyranny that inevitably results when the
state or a ruling oligarchy within it is
deified."
Mr. Hudnut was senior minister of
Second Presbyterian church in Indianapolis for 10 years before he was
elected to Congress by the voters of Indiana's 11th district.
Report On Pope's Stand
Is Applauded By
Catholic Charismatic Movement
Roman Catholic charismatics, attending
a regional conference in St. Paul, Minn.,
vigorously applauded a report that Pope
Paul had decided to allow the Catholic
charismatic movement to go on with
"gratitude and encouragement."
The report was given to some 4,500
persons by Father Harold Cohen, S.J., a
chaplain at Loyola University, New
Orleans.
Father Cohen read to the conference
here a statement which he said the Pope
made to 11 leaders of the Catholic
Charismatic Renewal Movement at an
audience during an international meeting
Oct. 9-13 at Grottaferrata, outside Rome.

COVERED-UP OR COVERED-OVER
from page four

K: Well, I'd say that sin does more than give us an uneasy
conscience. It breaks our relation with God. After my
experience of forgiveness I was on good terms with God
again. And with that life became deliciously new. Security,
purpose, joy . . . all that I'd lacked I recovered. The Lord
became real again.
I: King David, could you now sum up the lessons you've
learned?
K: Yes, in two parts. First, don't minimize sin. When I
wrote Psalm 32 I tried to bring this out by using four
different words: "Blessed is he whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is covered, to whom the Lord imputes
no iniquity, in whose spirit there is no deceit."
"Transgression" means mutiny, as if my soldiers turned
against their commander. "Sin" means missing the mark;
"iniquity" means to twist away from God's path; and
"deceit" of course means to cover it all up. So I've learned
that we human beings are not naturally good. We are
rebels who've missed the mark, left the right road and tried
to cover up our tracks. Unless we face up to this, our
homes, our nation, ourselves will fall apart.
November 10,1973

Missioner In Jordan Asks Baptists
To Omit Statements on Mideast
A Southern Baptist missionary
stationed in Jordan has asked Baptists in
the United States to refrain from making
political statements on the Middle East.
John D. Hughey, area secretary for
Europe and the Middle East of the
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board,
reported that the request had been made in
a telephone conversation with missionary
Paul Smith in Amman, Jordan.
In describing the situation of Baptist
missionaries in the Middle East during the
current conflict, Mr. Hughey said that
"theologically inspired statements of a
political nature made by some Christians
embarrass and perhaps endanger them."
Mormons Told: "We Are in Last Days
Before the Return of Christ"
Mormon leaders made a stronger than
usual plea to Church members to heed the
warnmg that "we are in the last days
before Christ returns," and to prepare for
a possible famine.
Ezra Taft Benson, a member of the
Mormon Quorum of 12 Apostles and
former U.S. Secretary of Agriculture, said
that all families should store sufficient food
and water, clothes, and fuel to last one
year.
He told the 143rd Semi-Annual General
Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints (Mormon) that "the
Lord singles out wheat as especially
desirable, because dry grains can be stored
indefinitely and sprouted to enhance
nutritional value."
"Other basics could include honey or
sugar, milk products, or substitutes and
salt or its equivalent," Mr. Benson said.
"The revelation to store food may be as
essential to our temporal salvation today
as boarding the ark was to the people in
the days of Noah."

Secondly, I've learned that no sin is too great, no sinner
too bad to be forgiven. But I think it's important to
realize that we confess to God, for sin isn't just against
men; it's against God. And only God can forgive.
I: Any final words?
K: Yes, we have only two ways to deal with sin — to try to
cover up, or to let God cover it over. The answer isn't
silence; it's not rationalization. I found that. I couldn't
hide my sin and I couldn't forget it. Remember . . .
happiness begins with forgiveness.
I: Thank you, King David.
And so the interview ends.
But the truth lives on. What even King David didn't
know, you and I know today. King David's greater Son . . .
the Lord Jesus . . . would come as the Messiah to pour out
His life's blood on a cruel Cross for the covering of our
sins.
Don't cover up . . . open up . . . let God cover over.
You'll be able to say with David, "Happy is the man
whose sins are forgiven, whose transgressions are pardoned. Happy is the man whom the Lord does not accuse
of doing wrong, who is free from all deceit."
Forgiveness . . . is in Christ for you. Reach out and take
Him now!

Who is My Son
And it came to pass that as Jesus
was teaching the twelve, Ramiah
came to him and asked him, saying,
"Who is my son?"
And Jesus answering him said,
"Verily, verily, I say unto you, a
c e r t a i n man j o u r n e y e d from
Jerusalem to Samaria. And as he
travelled through Bethel, he saw a
child laying by the wayside, unwanted, unfed, and wounded with
many diseases.
"And when the man saw the child,
he had compassion upon him and
took him to his house and fed,
clothed, and cared for him.
"But many were there who
laughed and mocked the man,
saying, 'How can you love and care
for another's son?' 'Can't you have
children of your own and care for
them?' 'Will he ever adjust from his
heathen ways?' 'Why, his skin isn't
the same as yours!' "

Bert and Marian Sider recently adopted their
son, Nathan, during language study in Costa
Rica.

"But the man listened not,
although his spirit was much grieved
by the words of his friends. But he
continued to love and care for the
child. And the child waxed strong
and grew, and loved the man as his
father."
Then Ramiah answered and said
unto Jesus, "But the child is not the
same flesh as the father," and "He is
of another culture and he might have
mixed blood!"
Then Jesus answered him, saying,
"My father who is in heaven loves all

Ropes for the Poor

Robert Meyer
MCC — Brazil
"People in your country think we Brazilians are poor
because we are lazy, don't they? Please tell them different,
Roberto!"
These were the words of a fifty-year-old Brazilian as we
worked together putting chemical fertilizer on his two-acre
farm. This laziness stereotype can perhaps he drawn easily
from our powerful North American Christian work ethic.
The poor here in northeast Brazil are trying to grab a rope
to climb out of their canyon of poverty. Yet there always
seems to be someone on the top holding the rope just a
little too high to grab.
Last March the president of the local farming
cooperative presented a fertilization project to me. He
asked me to help take soil analysis, calculate the fertilizer
needed, and give instructions on how to apply chemical
fertilizer. I agreed and we went to work. The farmers were
animated with a new hope to put life into their tired soil.
The exams and calculations were finished in April. To
buy supplies, the co-op needed money. I thought that
within two or three weeks the bank could clear their names
and loan them the money. But it is not so easy here in
Brazil.
This is when it became clear to me how the rope out of
the canyon is kept above the reach of the poor. To borrow
money from a bank here, a person has to go through nine
steps.
These nine steps include official registration of the
project, authorization from the owner of rented land,
someone to sign for the farmer, a trustee for those who
cannot read or write, credit notes, receipts, documents,
and records of accounts. For a person who lives in the
interior, rents his land, and cannot read or write, this list of
8

men as one, and when I be lifted up I
will die for all men as one. How
much more should you, who have
much and are able to care, see all
men as brothers and all children as
your sons and daughters."
And Jesus continued, saying, "He
who needs food and clothing and has
no one to care for him, He is your
son. And he who has food and
clothing to spare, and seeth one of
these little ones discarded by the
wayside, He is his father."
And Ramiah went away much
troubled, for he had often mocked
these little ones and their new
parents with unkind, cutting words.
And Jesus, turning to his disciples,
said, "Woe to the man who mocketh
and tormenteth one of these little
ones and their parents with ungracious sayings, for inasmuch as
every man is your neighbor, and
everyone is your brother, every child
is your child."
And the disciples grew in wisdom
as they heard the words of the Lord.
—Bert Sider
Managua, Nicaragua

documents is a prime example of that rope lifted too high
to reach.
Even with the help of the farmers and cooperative
personnel, we were able to get the necessary documents for
only the larger farmers. The primary problems were that
land owners would not sign for their renters, and the poor
found it difficult to get anyone to take legal responsibility
for them.
What should we do? Should we drop the poor, which
includes over half our farmers and who represent our total
purpose, and help only the less needy?
After talking with Don Rank, the MCC director in
Brazil, we decided that Mennonite Central Committee
would loan the money to those farmers who could not get
the necessary documents. Other conditions of the MCC
loan were the same as those of the bank. The cost of
fertilizer was $12 per acre. We intend to leave this money
in the cooperative and use it next growing season for
similar problems.
The hopes of the poor in northeast Brazil have been
extinguished in our world of bureaucracy. When people
work with no goal, not even a small one, they lose energy
and stop. Some may call this lazy. I call it not being able to
reach a rope that is held too high.
This year, through the MCC outreach in northeast
Brazil, Mennonites and Brethren in Christ have helped lift
at least 22 people up to that rope. They are saying thanks
for the lift.
Let us who are on the top also work to lower the rope.
As Paul says in Romans 12:7, 8, "If your gift is that of
serving others, serve them well. If God has given you
money, be generous in helping others with it."
Preliminary plans are being made to launch limited
community development projects in the Brethren in Christ
missions program in Nicaragua — possibly adult literacy,
public health, and/or agriculture programs. (Page Editor)
Evangelical Visitor

Report 1972-1973

BOARD OF
CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION
The Board of Christian Education has in the past reported to the brotherhood at the
annual General Conference. Since a General Conference was not held in 1973 we have
prepared this folder as our means of reporting.
This report will indicate some of the activities of the board during 1972-73. It is illustrative
rather than comprehensive. We trust as you read it you will sense some of the satisfaction
and excitement we feel in regard to the work of our board and realize anew that God is
working through the ministries of Christian education.
The challenge of Christ, "Go, then, to all peoples everywhere and make them my disciples
. . . and teach them to obey everything I have commanded you" (Matt. 28:19, 20) is ever
before us. Each person involved in Christian education has the exciting task of leading
persons — young and old — to Christ and helping them become His devoted followers.
The Board of Christian Education is committed to helping congregations accomplish this
task. It is our purpose to foster the kinds of learning experiences which bring persons into
a living, loving relationship with Christ and His people. In keeping with this purpose we
seek to enable congregational leaders for their ministries in Christian education.
Do pray for us as we give ourselves to this purpose.
John Arthur Brubaker
John Ebersole
For Board of Christian Education

Resources and Services
for Your Christian Education Ministry
Resources and Services is a catalog listing the different programs,
resources, and services available from the Board of Christian Education.
Resources and Services is designed as a ready reference for anyone
involved in Christian education. Board members are meeting with many
congregation leaders and distributing this folder. Every congregation will
receive a copy either by contact or by mail. The folder is available on request
from the Board of Christian Education office.

A New Opportunity
for Youth

Youth Study the
Gospel of John
Bible Quiz is a program that helps youth study and
memorize the Bible Scriptures. At the finals this year one
girl reported the most valuable aspect of quiz to her was
that it helped her really dig into the Word.
Approximately 23 teams participated in the program
this year. The book that was studied was the Gospel of
John.
The General Conference Finals were held at the "Jesus
Revolution" — a youth conference held at Messiah
College. Four conferences were represented:
Allegheny—Mt. Rock
Atlantic—Palmyra
Canada—Port Colborne
Central—Nappanee
The General Conference winner was Palmyra. Second
place went to Mt. Rock.
The 1974 Quiz finals will be held during General
Conference at Niagara Christian College. The book for
study is Acts. Rev. Roger Witter will again serve as General
Conference Quizmaster.

CCEL Introduces
New Study
Course
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The Ministry of Reconciliation is a new book just
published by Evangel Press. It is the second book in the
Word of Light Heritage Series. It is designed as a study
course for youth and adults — and is scheduled for
Sunday school use in the spring quarter of 1974.
This book, written by Martin Schrag and John Stoner
and edited by John Zercher, was prepared under the
direction of the Commission on Christian Education
Literature, a joint commission of Board of Christian
Education and the Publication Board.

The first Creative Arts Contest was
held in 1973. Eighteen different young
people contributed fifty-one entries.
The winning entries appeared on the
Youth Page of the August 25, 1973
Visitor. The winners this year are:
Photography — Todd Hostetter,
Palmyra, Pa.
Poetry — David Miller, Mechanicsburg, Pa.
Art Forms — Honorable Mention —
Dwight Wideman, Gormley, Ontario.
There seems to be interest in this kind of contest. Many
youth today are expressing their faith through creative
arts. We believe that this kind of contest will help our youth
seek creative expression of their faith.

Sunday School
Incentive Programs
Sunday Schools Report Gains
In 1972 Fall Enlargement
In 1972 fifty-four Sunday schools filed Forward Enlargement Campaign reports indicating their gains or losses
over the two previous Octobers. Reported gains totaled
2,293.5 for the four Sundays of the campaign or 573
additional persons per Sunday.
A plaque was awarded to the winning school in each
class: Class A, Carlisle . . . Class B, Green Springs . . .
Class C, Cedar Heights . . . Class D, Roseglen. All these
schools are in Pennsylvania.
The 1973 enlargement program focused on the theme
"Calling Our Community To Christ" to tie into Key 73. This
campaign has just ended. The reports returned in the next
weeks will indicate the results.
Four Schools Named
Sunday School of the Year
Based on information contained in the 1972 Christian
education annual reports a Sunday school in each class
was designated as "Sunday School of the Year." These
schools were selected on the basis of percentage of gain in
average attendance for the year.
Award plaques were given to the following schools for
highest percentage of gain in their class.

Class A—Manor, Pa.—Atlantic Conference—6.8% gain
Class B—Refton, Pa.—Atlantic Conference—21.8% gain
Class C—Cedar Heights, Pa.—Allegheny Conference—44.8%
gain
Class D—Roseglen, Pa.—Allegheny Conference—79.2% gain

Families Gain New
Insights Through

Family liife E3
DISCUSSION
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The Family Life Discussion Series, started in 1972, was
developed to aid the local congregation in its ministry to its
families and to encourage families and/or parents to share
concerns and discoveries in ways that are mutually supportive.
FLDS is a four-page quarterly release which includes:
an article on some area of family life; discussion questions;
and action suggestions. It can be used by discussion
groups on a Sunday evening; at an informal couples
meeting; as an optional lesson in Sunday school; or in
other similar ways.
The first series was written by Dr. Marion Heisey. The
subjects in this series are:
1. Building Family Strengths.
2. Communication in Marriage.
3. Discipline in the Home.
4. Understanding Adolescents.
Subsequent series are being planned. Copies of the
present series are available. Write to the BCE office for
information.

God at Work in the
Lives of Youth
Summer Service Is a program that
places youth in service opportunities at
various mission points. The youth
volunteer their time and help pay travel
expenses. During the summer of 1972,
28 youth participated. This past summer
— 1973 — 28 youth again participated.
The 17 girls and 11 fellows were
assigned at eight different locations. The
youth reported that God was at work in
their lives during their Summer Service
experiences. The following are reports
that were received from 1973 Summer
Service youth.
One volunteer reported — "Because
of some of the speakers I heard I
dedicated my life to the Lord. As a result
of the summer I was baptized. I have
done a lot of thinking about discipline
because of the staff devotions."
Another volunteer shared — "The time
we spent this summer, I felt, couldn't
have been spent any better. Through the
many experiences we had I came a lot
closer to God, and not only to God but to other people
from different areas and cultures. One of the most rewarding experiences was the way the four Summer Service
youth got to know each other and got closer to each other.
Everything about this time of service was really marvelous.
Everything really helped me grow in God and grow
physically and mentally in my own life. I had always wanted
to do voluntary service after high school and this helped
me get better acquainted with this type of work and
people. I want to personally thank God and anyone that
had anything to do with making the trip possible."
Please pray that God would continue to guide and direct
these youth and all that served in Summer Service.

BCE Finances—At a Glance
The following figures and graph compare the 1973
budget with 1973 receipts — as of October 20.
1973 Budget

1973 Receipts

Budget for 1973
Receipts as of date
Balance still needed

37,880.00
17,066.91
20,813.09
37,880.00

17,066.91

We express our appreciation and thanks to the congregations and individuals who have already contributed
generously to our financial support this year. We believe
many others — congregations and persons — are planning to do so in the coming weeks.
The fact that we still need $20,813.09 which is 56% of
our budget is a matter of concern to us. We ask you to join

with us in prayer that this need is supplied.
We count on the financial support of our brotherhood to
advance the ministries of Christian education. Contributions should be mailed to:
In Canada:
In United States:
Mr. Lloyd Hogg
Rev. J. Ralph Wenger
R. R. 3
61 West Long Meadow Road
Stouffville, Ontario
Hagerstown, Md. 21740

C. E. Leaders
Participate in Seminars
During the past year Christian education leaders from
more than 25 congregations participated in three areawide seminars held in Michigan, Indiana and Pennsylvania.
These seminars focused on the characteristics of a
Christian leader. A variety of activities were used to help
participants explore this theme. They would gather in

small groups to study a Scripture passage or to list ideas
about types of leadership. Interest would mount as smaller
groups shared their ideas with the larger group. By the end
of the seminar the walls would be "papered" with
emerging concepts. And participants would respond with
enthusiasm as they developed new insights regarding
leadership roles.
Two of these seminars included workshops for
teachers, superintendents and youth directors.
These seminars were developed by regional planning
groups working with the General Conference Directors of
Christian Education.

Christian Education on the Move
New Chairman Elected
The Board has elected Mr. Lloyd Hogg of Stouffville,
Ontario as its new chairman. For many years Lloyd has
been actively involved in the field of
education. He has taught for twenty
years, including several years at
Niagara Christian College. Lloyd has
a M.Ed, degree from the University of
Toronto. Currently, he is the principal
of a junior high school in metropolitan
Toronto, Ontario.
Lloyd has been deeply involved in
the life of the church. He has served
t h e C a n a d i a n C o n f e r e n c e as
Secretary and for seventeen years as
a member of its Commission on Sunday Schools. Also, he
has been involved with the General Conference Board of
Christian Education since 1964 as a commission member,
Canadian Treasurer, member of the Executive Committee.
Lloyd married the former Lorna Sider and has three
sons. The family attends the Heise Hill congregation.
Lloyd brings to this new responsibility an awareness of
education and a deep sense of commitment to Christ. Pray
for Lloyd as he assumes his new role of chairman.
Dr. Robert Smith resigned as chairman after seven
years of faithful service. The Board is indebted to him for
the leadership he gave during those years.
Reorganization for Service
This past year has been one of transition. Don Shafer
resigned as Executive Director to assume responsibilities
as Bishop of the Midwest and Pacific Conferences. John
Arthur Brubaker moved from Director of Home and Youth
to Executive Director and John Ebersole joined the staff as
Associate Director.
The Board has also been restructured in order to
operate more efficiently. It moved from a commission to a
task force structure. Task forces are formed to work on
special areas of concern. These task forces evaluate
programs, assess needs, and plan for new ministries for
the Board. This change gives the Board greater flexibility
in responding to changing needs in Christian education.

The Board meetings have become exciting times of
fellowship, interaction and work. For instance during the
meetings in August devotions were held in groups of three.
In these groups Board members supported each other, in
sharing and prayer.
Abortion was one topic that the Board studied. A study
of Christian Day Schools is planned for the future.
The Year of Leadership Training
The Board of Christian Education at its recent meetings
decided that Leadership Training would be given priority
in its study and planning in 1974. This decision grows out
of the fact that trained leadership is essential to effective
Christian education. The Board appointed a Leadership
Training Task Force to study and implement Leadership Training.
This study and planning will include areas such as:
• Providing supplemental materials
valuation
for the RELAY Plan.
Evaluating the present Leadership
._^_-_'eadership Course
Training Courses and possibly selecting new courses.
Exploring new forms and methods
Ji Analysis
for leadership development.
Updating bibliographies.
Increasing the promotion of leaderiiearlv Conference
ship development resources.
• Promoting Seminars and workshops.
At the heart of the Brethren in Christ Leadership Training program is RELAY. RELAY is a plan of self-improvement and certification for every Christian education
worker. It is an opportunity for persons to improve their
skills in their particular ministry at their own pace.
RELAY is formed around five different kinds of leadership training. Each congregation adapts the plan to meet
its needs and the needs of its workers.
It is our hope that as a result of this emphasis hundreds
of Brethren in Christ Christian education workers will
achieve RELAY Certification as a step to more effective
service.

The Board of Christian Education

MEMBERS AND OFFICERS
W. Lloyd Hogg, Chairman
Ardis Alderfer
Elbert N. Smith, Assistant
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John A. Byers, Secretary
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"Whenever I saw a Sadhu, I desired to be as one
of them."

The Questing Heart
A / f Y BIRTHPLACE is in the dis- trict of Bhavnagar, Gujrat. The
religious atmosphere of the family had
a great impact on my childhood. I was
regularly attending the worship places
and enjoyed participating in hearing
religious discourses. The world and all
its pleasures seemed worthless to me,
and there began a hunger and curiosity
to find peace and truth. Whenever I
saw a Sadhu [a Hindu ascetic], I
desired to be as one of them. This idea
did not appeal to my parents and
brothers. Once I went a little distance
to join a group of Sadhus, but that
very day I was persuaded back to my
home by my brothers. But the quest to
find peace and becoming a Sadhu
increased day by day. At last I determined to leave home for good in order
to become a Sadhu.
In the year 1964 I left home and
visited Haridwar and Rishkesh [the
holy places of Hindus) in U.P. and
visited many Ashrams [a religious
retreat] to become a Sadhu. Fortunately a big Sadhu accepted me as
his disciple and enrolled me in his
group. I had a new saffron gown and
that gave me some satisfaction and
joy.
As I lived with these Sadhus, I was
greatly disturbed to see their way of
life. I noticed how they quarreled for
very smalt things and would make a
great fuss for insignificant matters.
This made me very sad and I began to
lose all respect for these Sadhus. I
noticed that even these Sadhus had no
peace and were far away from the
truth. The thought came to me that
there is no difference between these
Sadhus and an ordinary person. When
these Sadhus have spent their whole
life in the search of peace and contentment and could not find it, then how
can I find these things?
Having spent those years there, I
left that place with great disappointment and misery. I went to Bombay in
the search of peace and truth. One day
as I was travelling in a train, there was
a fellow passenger in my compartment
with a white gown. By his dress I could
understand that he was a Christian
priest. I was told that these people
jLVJ

Swanti Chetnanand

convert men and women by unnecessary pressure and ask them to eat
cow meat. So I asked this Christian
gentleman, "Why do you convert
others by using unnecessary compulsion?" He answered, "That is not
correct — you can come and see
yourself." I consented to go with him.
He took me to a church — the first
time I entered a Christian church. I
felt a special kind of peace and joy in
my heart, and thought myself standing
at the threshhold oi heaven. The man
gave me two small booklets; I
accepted them thankfully, promising
to read them. I read the books with
great excitement but could not understand anything.
After some time I went to Punjab
and then met several Sikhs and Arya
Samajis. By this time I was living as a
Sadhu and roamed here and there. I
went to Dudhiana and there met a
Christian preacher. I at once opened
my bag and took out my books, asking
the person to explain their meaning.
That man helped me to understand
some things and created in me a
longing to know more about Christ. I
was directed to Lucknow to meet a
Christian friend. Later I was asked to
spend a few days at the Sat-Tal
Ashram [a Christian retreat established by the late E. Stanley Jones].
In the Ashram I had the privilege to
know and understand more about the
Christian faith. Satan tempted me and
I lost all my peace and even denied the
existence of God.
With a heavy heart I went to Dehra
Dun. I could manage to stay in a place
which belonged to Raja Mahendra Pal
Singh. From there I moved to
Mussoorie and once again had the
opportunity to meet several Christian
preachers. I asked them for a Hindi
Bible and they gladly offered me a big
volume and explained to me the
necessity of the new birth. I was
greatly impressed and began to study
the Bible. The Lord showed to me my
true heart picture in His word and I
Chetnanand studies under William and Mary
was experiencing a special kind of
Hoke at the Allahabad Bible Seminary. This
peace. I confessed all my sins before
article is translated by George Lucas, the
Hokes' Indian pastor.
God and asked forgiveness through
November 10,1973
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Chetnanand, left, talks with Karma Legshe, a
former Buddhist monk (see Every Tongue Shall
Confess, page 54).
Christ. I went to a church. There
people met me very graciously and
prayed for me. I experienced a great
comfort and rest in my soul and was
sure of forgiveness of my sins.
I gave myself completely to the
Lord Jesus Christ. It was a very hard
and difficult step in my life. I obeyed
t h e L o r d ' s c o m m a n d m e n t in
professing my faith through water
baptism. I realized that to believe and
follow Christ is not enough. I must be
ready to tell about my faith to all. By
God's providence I got a place in the
Allahabad Bible Seminary to learn
more about my new-found faith. I
praise God for saving my soul, for the
peace and rest in my heart, and for the
joy of learning and sharing the
message of salvation with others.
Please pray for me. May the name of
Christ be exalted.

Mission Memos

Marilyn Ebersole (Mtshabezi Hospital,
Rhodesia) arrived home on furlough October 12.
Joe and Ann Ginder left October 26 to
resume duties as manager of the Matopo
Book Center, Rhodesia.
Dr. R. Virginia Kauffman (Phumula
Hospital, Rhodesia) and Eva Mae
Melhorn (Ekuphileni Bible Institute,
Rhodesia) arrived on furlough from Africa
on September 28.
Clarence and Helen Musser arrived
home on October 10, after experiencing
several days of delay in Israel due to the
war-closed Tel Aviv airport. They were
returning from Voluntary Service in
Rhodesia as Financial Secretary.
Leonard and Muriel Sider and family
(Falls View, Ontario) arrived in Zambia
September 14. They are beginning three
years of Voluntary Service in Macha
development.
The Board for Missions held a fall
meeting at the Thomas, Okla., church on
October 29-31. The Board met in business
sessions during the day, with Monday and
Tuesday nights given to interchange with
the Oklahoma brethren.

UnKulunkulu Wapha Abantu Ukuphila.

New Life for All
Elias and Fadazi Moyo

The movement of New Life for All
has been progressing steadily. We
thank God for all the few steps that
are taking place. Years are passing by
and the spirit of New Life for All team
is to try to reach the great goal of
"Total Mobilization toward Total
Evangelization."
Activities on the Denominational Level
God is the only one to accomplish
all duties through "His Spirit." "Not
by might nor By power but by my
spirit said the Lord." (Zach. 4:6.) New
Life for All has been introduced in
almost all the districts in the congregational churches, both urban and
rural. Retreats and rallies have been
conducted in all the four districts
which strengthened the team by
having many churches understanding
the movement. In 1973 two retreats
were in the two districts, Wanezi and
Matopo.
This is what is done in these
retreats. The first evening a ten minute
message is given on "What Is NLFA
and Its Aim," then an evangelistic
message on "The Holy Spirit and the
Worker" is given. Prayer cells and
how to conduct them is explained.
Also there are topics on "The Holy
Spirit and the Church" and "Principles and Practices in NLFA." The
NLFA Handbook is studied.

Mr. and Mrs. Moyo on their wedding day, April
11, 1972.
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Activities in the Rallies
Eight rallies have been conducted
this year in all the four districts:
Wanezi, Matopo, Mtshabezi and
Gwaii.
Rallies take one day while retreats
take three. In a rally program all
church representatives in that area are
grouped in one place. Reports are
given by each representative on what is
happening in his congregation. After
these meetings pastors and congregations are visited in their places
for encouragement on things they have
learned. This has laid a clear foundation of the work before the churches.
The churches are helped very much by
the district overseer as the NLFA
team leaves that place and goes to the
different district. Brethren and sisters
are challenged by these teachings.
Some are busy putting into practice
what they have been {aught and in this
way they start to enter the first step of
the goal whereby souls are won.
Response and Problems
Many people are interested in the
principles of NLFA as they attempt
the words of Jesus, "Go ye and make
disciples." Some do understand the
movement. Some have questions that
are met in the following visits by the
team or by their particular overseer.
"Did we not have New Life when we
repented?" asked one man in the rally
of 286 people one day. The speaker
answered "When we repented (were
born again) we received New Life but
Baba (father) we failed to add these
words FOR ALL. Now we want to
make people know about this New
Life. That's why we called it NEW
LIFE FOR ALL. Everybody must
have it. "Well, if that is the explanation, I do understand," said the Baba.
Other problems are in the area of
finance.
Also as prayer cells are formed and
committees begin to function they too
often do not continue in their work.
There is still need for people on the
congregational level to see their
responsibility in total mobilization.
There is a good number of Brethren in
Christ pastors who are active in
promoting the program even after the
meetings.
to page fourteen

God gave life to people—Genesis.
Umuntu Wala Ukuphila.

Man refused life—Genesis and Romans.
UNkulunkula Wasipha Ukuphila Okuisha
ngoKristu.

God gave new life through Christ—John
and II Corinthians.
Man must accept the new life through
Christ—John, Romans and John.
Umuntu Kumele Amukele Ukuphila Okutsha
ngoKristu.
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A SIX-LETTER OBSCENITY
from page five

For years I have read and clipped the reports of the
increasing pockets of need around the world, and in recent
months my concern has deepened as I have seen how those
reports have multiplied.
Here are just a few headlines from newspaper reports I
have clipped around the world, all recent as these words
are written:
"Afghanistan Uses Camels to Save People from Starvation."
"Crisis Threat in Indonesia Rice Shortage" (AP dispatch from Djakarta).
"Food Output to Fall in Developing Nations" (from
Rome, quoting a release from the UN's Food and
Agricultural Organization, FAO).
"Starving Brazilians Loot Shops for Food" (A Reuters
report from Brasilia, which I happened to clip half-world
away in Bangkok, Thailand).
But all those are just words. Translate them into people
— flesh and blood people like that woman I saw in the
streets of Managua. It was only a few days after the
dreadful earthquake had leveled that once great city. The
food lines had been set up; supplies were being distributed.
But there were just too many people, too many outstretched eager hands.
This woman had come expectantly, holding in her hands
a big tin basin she had salvaged from the wreckage of her
home. She had stood for a long time in the hot sun, but
now the trucks had come and gone and — like perhaps
two-thirds of those in line — she was left to stand there
with her still-empty basin.
She didn't know who I was, but she saw me watching
her, and perhaps my face reflected the deep hurt I felt as I
shared her despair. "Please, sir," she cried out in a rapid
torrent of Spanish, "tell me — what shall I say to my
children? They wait for me at home. They are so hungry.
They pray that their mother will come home with food for
their empty stomachs. Please — what shall I tell them?"
A moment later another man confronted me. He was
one of the fortunate ones who had received some food, but
he held it in his hand and waved it for me to see: a can of
beans, a can of corn, a tiny portion of rice. And he held out
something else: a snapshot of his thirteen children. "Senor,
I am grateful for this food, but what can I do? There is not
enough for all. How can I decide who can eat and who
cannot?"
And five minutes later, on that same hot morning in
Managua, my associates and I bent anxiously over the
prostrate form of a young mother. I tried to question her
distraught husband, but he just pointed at his mouth and
shook his head negatively. Someone else translated it for
me: "His wife has fainted. She is just hungry, so hungry."
A man said, "I have a dream."
I see in it the people I have described above, and I also
see that little boy in Haiti. He rubs his distended stomach,
and he says it over and over, "Please, Papa. I am so
hungry."
I see that woman on an unnamed battlefield in Laos.
Over the next hill is the famed "Plain of the Jars," and in
the distance the big guns boom. Laos, next door neighbor
to Vietnam, has its own "forgotten war"; I am there
because I have heard that there are people in the area who
have been trapped for long months in the fighting and who
have no food. We have just landed in a helicopter, and are
wondering what to do. Now over the little hill stumbles the
reeling figure of a Laotian woman. She is moaning and
crying as she staggers along and then falls to her knees
before us.
November 10,1973

I cannot understand her, so I turn to the interpreter
beside me. "She is — demented. She is not right in the
head," he says.
"But what is she saying?"
"Oh, she is saying that she is hungry. She has no food,
she has been a long time without food."
Somewhere on a tape cassette I have the moaning cry of
that woman. But I don't need the tape to remember it. It is
recorded forever on the ears of my heart.
That's what it is all about.
People —people — like these.
And like that little boy in Cambodia. He has been
brought to the refugee camp from an area where there has
been heavy fighting. For many weeks his area has had no
real food. His little arms and legs are pathetically thin.
You may not believe this. I do not blame you if you don't.
Your world and mine are very different. But I take thumb
and forefinger and gently circle that pencil-thin ankle. I
move my hand up that skin-and-bones little leg and — still
circling it just with thumb and forefinger— I can move my
hand freely over his little knee and far up his thigh.
"Doctor," I say to the Cambodian official with me (and
I know my voice shakes as I ask the question), "how old is
this boy?"
"He is nine. Nine years old."
So I circle a little boy's leg which is really a little baby's
leg in my trembling hand — and I ask God to please,
please, please somehow let me help.
That's what it is all about.
I can't remember who said or wrote the words. But I
agree with them: "Hunger — anywhere — is a disgrace to
humanity."
Hunger. It's a six-letter word. An ugly, six-letter
obscenity.
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UTH INTERVIEW

YOUTH INTERVIEW

YOUTH

from page six

"The love of Jesus really drives you close to
people."
Bill — Very much so. It varies as much as any other
church.
Dave — I really haven't been in very many churches, but
those people I have met and talked with, I felt, had a
personal interest in our conversation. They are very
warm people, extremely warm, hospitable.
John — What's your impression of the youth of the church?
Bill — Some of them are really coming, coming around to
discover that Christianity isn't a drag and that's hard
because I think that the young people in the Brethren in
Christ Church have been a little disillusioned because
they haven't seen a joy, a real excitement about the
Christian faith. I think you will find that the Brethren in
Christ people as a whole are solid spiritually; a
wholesome type of people, but there is something
lacking even with their solidness and as much of the
Word as they know. The kids can't find what they want.
Ellen — It wasn't until I went to Messiah that I really
started to realize the excitement that can be in a
Christian life. In one church I attended there was a very,
very small youth group and the only kind of social
activities was to go over to someone's house and eat ice
tream or to go to a roller skating party. You would go
to the roller skating party and have fun and afterwards
you would have to sit down and have devotions. It was
like a chore or something that you had to do. In another
church the older people had so frightened away the
young people in the community that there was no young
people's group. I had no youth group to relate to. When
I went to Messiah that's when I realized the excitement
that you could experience in the Christian life. That's
when I realized how important it is to have fellowship
with other believers and be able to really share all of
your feelings with others who are experiencing the same
thing that you are. It really challenged me.
Bill — Youth programs and programs as programs go are
not what sends life to a church. They're not what sends
revival; they're not what get kids turned onto the Lord.
As far as I'm concerned a revival service isn't what does
it. If you want to have the church become on fire you
can't say, we're going to have revival services for two
weeks; we are going to bring the guy in. I had a good bit
of contact with the Jesus Movement as I saw it in
California. I found a group of kids who were genuinely
concerned about their own relationship to Jesus Christ
and were not hung up on programs, dress — weren't
hung up even on the old people. They had a real personal
interest in helping to change other people's lives by
sharing Jesus with them and allowing the Holy Spirit to
start to move. I saw something happen and when I could
12

"The Brethren in Christ
. . . but . . ."

are solid spiritually

accept that, I started to change and my family started to
change and our church started to change. Bringing in
someone's new program for witnessing and lay
programs are fine, but they don't go far enough. In other
words it's no good to say we're going to have a lay
witnessing program and give everybody a manual. This
is how we are going to the beach today and everybody is
going to witness. That is not necessarily going to bring
revival. It's just a program and it's trying a method
rather than saying maybe this is what will bring life to
our church or saying, "Lord, I want life. You show it to
me.
John — You are saying then that it's more important to be
than to do. Being comes before doing?
Ellen — I think you have to be before you can do.
Bill — I don't know. I'm probably going into the pastorate
of the Brethren in Christ Church and I think I'm going
to have to realize right away that it's not going to be a
program that I can come up with or a new set of ideas. It
may take many, many weeks of me personally praying
and finding maybe one other person who is interested
and start praying with him and maybe somebody else
will get interested. Pretty soon you will have a bunch of
people who are praying and you will see things happen.
Dave — The thing is that there are different levels of
believers as far as I understand it. We have those who
are really active, those who are sort of active, and those
who maybe you can't even call believers. Not everybody
in every church in every combination is psyched out.
You have to work with what you have.
Bill — I wouldn't knock the roller skating party, or the
pizza party with devotions after if I saw that it was
really contributing spiritually and it was really making a
change. But I grew up with that all my life. I never saw a
youth group change; I never saw it grow; I didn't see
kids get excited about the Lord. It was just something to
do on Sunday night.
Ellen — I've been really wondering how we could get away
from something. We as a group started our whole
summer out at a Camp and it was amazing the kids and
the questions that they asked. They never saw the reality
of Christ and His personal life. They really didn't know
what it was all about and they had many what you
would term "crisis experiences" like me. I don't know
how many "crisis experiences" I had in my life. At
youth camp on Friday night you have a camp fire and
give your testimony and you go home and relax for a
week. I'm sure I was to blame partly, but I had no
encouragement. I had no groups to relate my exEvangelical Visitor

INTERVIEW

YOUTH INTERVIEW

". . . there is something lacking even in their
solidness."

periences. I had no way to really continue this growth. I
would think that type of thing to be what is happening in
many of our Brethren in Christ Churches. They keep
coming back to more and more crisis experiences. It is
not a continual growth. It's a great emotional experience when you are realizing the Lord and His love in
your life and then it sort of dies away. You have it, but it
just dies. It doesn't last.
Bill — If you are a youth advisor and you are at wits end
as to how to relate to your kids, find one of the kids that
you know really well. Instead of doing just fun things
with him, get on a conversation about the Lord and he
will soon open up and. say, "It's hard for me to be a
Christian, I don't experience abundant life. I'm not
really filled with the Holy Spirit. I don't understand
what it means to be victorious." Pray with that kid and
all of a sudden that kid will get excited and say, "look
what we've been missing all of this time. I never even
knew it existed." I've seen a one-to-one really change
people.
Ellen — Let me say that it's too easy for us to get caught
up in the trend that most churches are in today. They are
so numbers conscious. You've got to get more and more
kids in. You've got to have a large youth group and
instead of listening to their fears, they're fulfilling their
needs for affiliation. But as far as their spiritual needs
they're not really doing that because they don't know
how to bring it down to a more personal level.
Bill — I think we are going to have to realize that the
Brethren in Christ Church is never going to be a gigantic
denomination. It would seem futile just to press for
numbers to begin with. I think the church has a
responsibility to minister to the people that we have.
John — What would you like to say to the young people of
our church? What kind of advice?
Bill — Life is a drag unless you are willing to give Jesus
everything that you are. If you're not, don't play games
with Him.
Dave — But then again, Bill, as we were talking today in
devotions. Some kids can't come to the point until they
are 23-24 where they can give everything and it is a
continual growing process that the Lord convicts. He
convicts in everybody.
Ellen — It's really hard for me to know what to say to
those kids that are still in the same kind of a situation
that I was because I didn't realize the real need in my
life to grow spiritually. I wasn't challenged. All I can say
is that I don't think Christians should ever be satisfied
with where they are spiritually. They should realize that
November 10,1973
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"Life is a drag unless you are willing to give
Jesus everything that you are."

Jesus has a lot to show them and the work that Jesus
began in them is never going to be done until they are
taken to live with him. This progress isn't a boring thing.
It's a real exciting thing and they need not feel like it is a
chore.
John — We might want to focus some attention on one
question I have here. Looking back over your senior high
years, what information would you have wanted to know
then that you know now?
Bill — If I would have known how easy it was to let go, I
would have done it sooner. I was petrified of the whole
idea of letting God have all of me. That was the one
thing that scared me and kept me back because I was
sure that if I gave the Lord everything He would really
abuse me and I would turn into what everybody else
was, sober-faced long Christians who didn't ever really
say, "Praise the Lord," outside of church. I was afraid
that I would turn into what I was seeing. I didn't really
want to be that sober. I had always heard about
sanctification and giving it all over to the Lord. You
name it what you want to name it, but I was scared of it
because I didn't want what I saw. And when I found out
that it wasn't necessary, I wanted in.
Ellen — For me my high school life was my way of relating
to other people. Everything I ever said or acted or
anything was because of what other people would think
of me. If I had known what I realize now, I think I
would have been really content to be myself. If I had
realized that I only am the person who can be Ellen
Bushnell; and that's a special person because nobody
else is made like me. If I could have only given Jesus a
chance to develop what I had then, I would have been
able to relate Christ to my peers. In a way I felt I should
be a Christian and I should witness in high school but I
didn't know how to open myself up. I wasn't content
with myself the way I was and if I wasn't content with
myself How could I set an example for other people.
They couldn't see the Lord in me because I wasn't happy
with myself. That's what I wish I had known then.
Dave — Probably one of the greatest things that has
influenced my Christian life is other Christians. If I had
known that fellowship was essential, instead of trying to
go by myself a lot of times. In church we had good
times, I mean spiritually with other people. But instead
of going and trying to struggle against your peer group
all by yourself if you had the fellowship of someone else
it would have been so much easier to stand against
instead of just following along and just kind of holding
up your own.
John — Thanks for sharing in this interview. I hope it will
be helpful to the youth of our church.
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NEW LIFE FOR ALL
from page ten
O n e congregation selected the
prayer leader to pray with young
people. This was a group of eight.
These young people were church goers
but did not know what new birth is. As
they continued in prayer, these young
people had special prayer requests for
their parents who were sick. God
manifested Himself to these few
faithful young ones and healed those
parents. They then made their decision
for Christ. I r e m e m b e r one day
listening to them singing and saying
" W e are changed." What do you think
was the title given to those young
people? " T h e fruit of N L F A " was how
they were called. It was therefore
decided that these young people be in
the Youth C a m p as a challenge to
others their age. A collection of money
was received from the brethren to
t r a n s p o r t t h e s e y o u t h to t h e s e
meetings.
Progress
A number of churches are busy
getting into the details of the duties
involved in N L F A . To keep this
ministry on the move we try to convince every congregation to select
some members to lead them and form
a committee. Some have done that.
N L F A was conceived and born in
prayer and therefore we try to have
prayer cells. It is the method by which
men can reach the goal. According to
our records the Brethren in Christ
Church in Rhodesia has 88 centers of
prayer and 37 groups studying the
handbook.
Have We Reached the Goal?
We have not reached our goal but
we do believe God will sustain His
ministry well and pleasingly. The
original goals were pushed ahead to
allow more time for people to understand the movement. W e will reach the
goal if people will begin to bring
others to Christ, train them for Christ,
and send them out for Christ. The
world is in our hands, we may be
God's hinge to help turn history (Joel
2:28). O u r young and old people are
looking for something that they can
believe in. So let's give the food of the
Spirit which is God's Word. The
church needs an awakening by the
Holy Spirit. We would like to thank
God on behalf of His Christian
leaders, who are trying to make all
men disciples.
New Life for All will give help
through Christ if only you will join in
prayer. W e hope after reading this you
will pray especially for the New Life
for All Team.
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Church News
ONE + ONE + ONE = ONE
That's the kind of arithmetic we do at
Houghton where exciting things are
happening since the merger of the three
congregations, Frogmore, Houghton Centre, and Walsingham. When you add these,
the answer you get is the Houghton
Brethren in Christ Community Church
where the ministry to a needy area, begun
over a century ago, continues.
The present church is the third building
to be used as a place of worship by the
brethren. Of walk-a-thon fame, it replaces
the old tabernacle where souls were saved,
where hearts were warmed, and where the
roaring fire fuelled by slabs from the
nearby sawmill kept us more than comfortable. The old "tabernacle" as it is referred
to here was itself built to provide a more
permanent place, for until that time
worshippers had gathered in the "slab and
sawdust tabernacle" which consisted quite
simply of slab lumber laid from one stump
to the next for seats and with sawdust on
the ground.
The story is that more than 80 years ago
a man of slightly more religious bent than
his neighbors rebuked one of them for
hauling logs with his oxen on Sunday. The
retort was quick, "There ain't no God in
these here woods."
After the first Brethren in Christ
evangelistic campaigns in this area in the
late 1890's a number of people were saved
and joined the church. Every four weeks a
visiting minister arrived by train to conduct a Saturday night prayer meeting and
a Sunday night worship service — Christian Winger, Asa Bearss, Girven Bearss,
Bert Sherk, Isaac Swalm, John Sider,
Lafayette Shoalts and John Nigh.
Brethren in Christ contacts in the area
reached a high point in 1931 when a great
revival tent meeting was held near the site
of the" present church and immediately
following in the next township. Scores

Left to right: Basil Long, pastor for twenty-four
years of the Houghton Centre congregation;
Alonzo Vannatter, for forty years pastor at
Frogmore; and Eldon Byer, pastor at
Walsingham and now director of the Bus
Ministry outreach. These men who have faithfully shepherded flocks are now valuable and contributing members of the merged congregation.
The churches at Houghton Centre and at
Walsingham, purchased from other groups and
used by the Brethren in Christ until now, will be
used by German-speaking Mennonites in a
ministry to the groups of migrant Mennonites in
those respective areas.

were saved that fall. On the last Sunday of
the tent meetings and under the direction
of the Canadian Home Mission Board, the
first resident pastor, Walter Taylor
(brother of Myron Taylor), and his family
arrived and the Houghton Mission was
officially born. Brother Taylor's death in
less than two years left the flock without a
pastor and Edward and Emma Gilmore
came to spend the next eight years here.
The c o m m e n t made by one who
remembers those days and spoke about
those who served here, but about Idellus
Sider in particular was, "We remember
them with fond memories and speak their
names with reverence."
In time, the members living in the two
townships began meeting in three places
for worship. With the approval of merger
by the three congregations, Frogmore has
now become the place of worship.

Frogmore (now the Houghton Brethren in Christ
Community Church)

Houghton Centre
Evangelical

Visitor

MESSIAH COLLEGE
Homecoming
Homecoming was observed at Messiah
College on Friday, October 12 through
Sunday, October 14. The all-school ban"quet on Friday evening featured music by
violinist John Eaken, an alumnus of the
college, and the presentation of Host Lynn
Hoffman and Hostess Debbie Chapin.
Saturday's activities included various
sports events and a float parade portraying
the theme, "Yesterday, Today, and
Forever." The Home Economics faculty
held an alumni coffee and an open house of
the enlarged quarters in Old Main and of
the Early Childhood Education center in
the church.
At the Alumni Banquet on Saturday
evening, Richard Sider reported on his
summer tour as a member of the Venture
for Victory basketball team. Mrs. Morris
Sherk, representing the Alumni Tour
group, reported on their summer travels
through Europe and Africa. Also featured
were class reunions and music by the
trumpet trio of the college. Special
recognition was paid the Class of 1923 on
their 50th anniversary.
Special awards went to two distinguished alumni of the college. Dr. John
O. Hershey, president of Milton Hershey
School and vice president of Hershey
Estates, was named the Distinguished
Alumnus of the year. Professor Earl D.
Miller was given the Alumni Appreciation
Award, in recognition of his 44 years of
service to Messiah College.
Featuring Mrs. C. DeLores Tucker,
Secretary of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, the Sunday afternoon activities
included the dedication of East Hall, the
new women's residence. At the same
program, Mountain View residence was
renamed Miller Residence in honor of
David Miller who, had he lived, would
have graduated from Messiah Academy
with the class of 1949. His roommate, Dr.
Edward Meyer, Bremen, Indiana, spoke of
his appreciation for David and the Miller
family.
Board Meeting
At its fall meeting during Homecoming
weekend, the Board of Trustees returned
all incumbents during its election of
officers: Dr. Harold H. Engle, chairman;
Dwight Bert, assistant chairman; Rev. B.
E. Thuma, secretary; and Mark S. Hess,
assistant secretary.
The Board changed the name of Hill
View to S. R. Smith Hall in honor of the
first president of Messiah College.
In further action, the Board authorized
purchase of additional property in
Philadelphia to increase the capacity of the
campus from 50 to 100 students.
The Board also authorized the review of
student counseling needs to try to provide
additional services.
Early Education Conference Held
A conference geared for persons
working with young children took place at
Messiah College on October 27, sponsored
November
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The college has designated Monday,
November 19 as Brethren in Christ
Pastors Day for the purpose of acquainting
pastors of the brotherhood with the campus program.
The forenoon will be devoted to visiting
classes and examining the instructional
facilities of the campus, t h e pastors and
their wives will be the guests of the college
for lunch in the Lottie Nelson Dining
Room.
A panel of college representatives will
then present the objectives of the college
a n d d i s c u s s c o l l e g e - c h u r c h interrelationships. A question and answer
period will follow.
After a tea break. Dr. C. O. Wittlinger
will share some observations from his
study of Brethren in Christ history. A tour
of the Campus Center will conclude the
day's program.
Pastors of the four eastern regional
conferences will receive programs details
by mail. Pastors from the more distant
conferences will be welcome to attend as
they are able to do so.

by the Home Economics Staff and the
Early Childhood Education Laboratory
School.
Dr. Dorothy Gish brought the keynote
address and led in a discussion of child
discipline. Dr. Nadine Tope spoke on
nutrition, and Charles Pugh, director of
the Laboratory School, led a discussion on
methods and materials.
Women to Sponsor Harvest Sampler
The Messiah College Women's Auxiliary will conduct another Harvest
Sampler on Saturday, November 17 in
Eisenhower Campus Center. A bazaar

offering various items prepared by the
Auxiliary will begin at 11 o'clock. The
Harvest Sampler lunch will be served from
1.00 to 3:00 p.m.
Proceeds from the occasion will be
directed toward the project for the year,
the purchase of a potter's wheel and kiln
for the art department and supplying
additional children's books for the college
library. Patrons are encouraged to
purchase tickets in advance by calling or
writing the college. They are available at
$2.50 per person.
Similar occasions were sponsored in
1970 and 1971 in behalf of furnishings for
the Campus Center.

• Wedding anniversaries
• Newly-assigned missionaries and VSers
• Birthdays and home churches
The 1973-74 MISSIONARY PHOTO ALBUM is now available for ordering from
your local congregation. If this is inconvenient for you, you may send $1 per
ALBUM desired to:
BRETHREN IN CHRIST MISSIONS
Box 149
Elizabethtown, PA 17022
As some of you know, last year we were sold out of ALBUMS. We have increased the quantity this year, but you might be wise to place your order earlyl
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We are in the midst of the Annual
E. V. Subscription Drive. You can
help extend the ministry of your
church by giving the E. V. as a gift
(or two or three gifts). Give three
gifts ($10) and receive a FREE
BOOK (see bulletin board).

S^f Give a Gift Subscription to
neighbor • friend • relative •
student • library • waiting
rooms • lobbies

See your Pastor or E. V. Representative.
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^

NOVEMBER IS
E. V. MONTH
IZOLT
Ados x ~ 0

•extreApCstraaj fnreqq.tre.i£)
3SaXT°D ^Bissau
s9AT.tp.iv attL

